An open letter from more than 220 faith leaders and activists to Seattle City Council

Black Lives Matter! Add $50 million
to big business tax to fund 1,000 homes in the
Central Area to reverse racist gentrification

Dear Seattle City Councilmembers:

As faith and community leaders of many traditions, we urge you to fully support the demand of the
African-American clergy who have lifted up the call to build 1,000 new affordable apartments in the
Central Area, to reverse racist gentrification.

We urge you to support Councilmember Kshama Sawant’s Amazon Tax amendment to add
$50 million/year in funding for these 1,000 homes.

As the African-American clergy noted in their letter to you earlier this month,

“The displacement of long time African American residents from Seattle’s Central
Area is the result of racist policies that originated in slavery, segregation, racial
covenants, redlining, urban renewal, and now gentrification. Blacks families are
priced out of Seattle’s unaffordable housing market.”

We call for City Council to enact a progressive tax on big business to fund housing and
services, including construction of at least 1,000 homes in the Central Area to bring back
households that have been displaced over the years by racist gentrification.

As you know, Councilmember Sawant, working alongside us, is introducing legislation that would
fund the construction of these 1,000 new, affordable homes in the Central Area, and would give
tenancy preference to those who have lived in the neighborhood or who have family historical ties
to the neighborhood. It is being introduced as an amendment to the Amazon Tax legislation now
being debated in City Council.

This amendment would begin to undo racist gentrification policies that private developers and the
city have been responsible for creating and perpetuating over the years.

We believe Black Lives Matter, and we know you do too! It’s time we back our Black faith leaders
and publicly announce our support for, and vote for 1,000 affordable homes in the Central District
so that our Black families can return and live in their neighborhood, who have been displaced from
1960 (80% Blacks) to 2020 (12%), and with Councilmember Sawant’s amendment behind us, we can
get the funding for our Black sisters and brothers, now!

In peace,
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