
Renters’ Rights 
Demands from 
our Movement

Residential Rent Control without 
Corporate Loopholes
EEvery $100 increase in average rent increases 
homelessness by 15%, and Seattle has suffered 
many $100 increases in rent over the past 
decade. There is a state law that shamefully 
prohibits any cities from creating control on 
rents, which will need to be overturned. The City 
Council needs to stop dragging its feet and pass 
rerent control without loopholes, to take effect the 
moment the statewide ban on rent control is 
lifted.

Commercial Rent Control without Corporate 
Loopholes
Seattle’s struggling small businesses need 
commercial rent control. The City Council can 
pass this law right now, as there are no legal 
obstacles.

Cancel COVID Debt for Working-Class 
Renters and Homeowners
Big banks, Big banks, corporate real estate, and big 
business should pay for this crisis, not working 
people.

Six Months (180 days) Notice for Rent 
Increases
SeSeattle Currently requires 60 days (two months) 
notice for rent increases. In 2020, Auburn 
required 120 days (four months) notice for rent 
increases over 5%. The Seattle Renters 
Commission recommended 180 days notice for 
all rent increases.

Ban Evictions oBan Evictions of Schoolchildren and 
Educators During School Year
Nine out Nine out of ten evictions in Seattle result in 
homelessness. Evictions force children to have to 
change schools and have a devastating impact 
on their learning and mental health. Thousands 
of Seattle public school children experience 
homelessness every school year. Black students 
and other students of color disproportionately 
faface homelessness. 

Close the Loopholes in Seattle’s Just 
Cause Eviction Protections
Seattle’s current law does not protect renters on 
fixed-term leases (such as a 12-month lease) 
from eviction at the end of the lease for no 
reason. 

Stop Default Evictions
This is This is to bolster the victory we won in April for 
every renter facing eviction to have the right to a 
lawyer. Half of all evictions in Seattle happen by 
default, which means that the court 
automatically evicts the renter because they 
were unable to fill out the paperwork to request 
a hearing, or did not attend the hearing. 

SStandard Lease Terms
Create fair standardized terms for renter leases. 
Many leases in Seattle currently use templates 
created by the landlord lobby and have 
outrageous terms. Often leases attempt to make 
renters sign away their legal rights as renters. 

Transferable Rental Histories
The CitThe City should maintain a listing of completed 
renter histories, so that a renter who has had a 
current background check for one apartment 
application, can use that one background check 
for other apartment applications. 

Ban the Use of Credit Checks
MMost rental histories do not require a credit 
check, because in reality credit checks have very 
little bearing on whether a prospective tenant 
will actually pay their rent. The Seattle Renters 
Commission has proposed Seattle prohibit the 
use of credit checks in rental histories calling 
them essentially a form of modern redlining. 


