
I am aware that in response to initial organizing from tenants, you responded on October 21
with promises to address the issue as soon as possible. I understand that when the Seattle
Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI) visited the building in early November,
they made it clear that the hot water and heating issues had to be resolved within 3-5 days or
the building would be declared uninhabitable. This was followed by more promises from you
to tenants that the issue would be fixed urgently and it appears that some effort at
follow-through was made shortly thereafter. Nonetheless, as I write this letter, Terrace Crest
tenants are still almost entirely without hot water. They have now resorted to contacting
boiler companies themselves to get the problem assessed and fixed, since your company is
clearly unwilling to do so in a serious way and with the urgency it requires. This is utterly
unacceptable!

My office will be following up with the SDCI to help facilitate an effective and timely response
moving forward. But the tenants and I find ourselves asking the question: How can it be legal
for a landlord like Breier-Scheetz Properties to own a building, collect rent each month, and
then blatantly refuse to fix major code violations. The answer is that, in our view, this should
absolutely not be legal! My office will be exploring ways to pass legislation requiring
landlords to compensate tenants when they fail to fix longstanding and serious housing
code violations. In the meantime, I again urge you to do the right thing by your tenants. Fix
their issues immediately and refund the rent tenants paid to you for each day they went
without hot water and/or heat.

Sincerely,

Kshama Sawant
Seattle City Councilmember
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