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Dear Members of the SeaUle City Council:
 
I write in strong support of Councilmember Sawant’s draZ ordinance to ban caste discrimina0on in the city of
SeaUle. As a legal scholar of employment and a South Asian American in0mately familiar with caste hierarchy,
discrimina0on, and violence, I believe it is impera0ve that such protec0ons exist in jurisdic0ons across the
U.S.  This legal protec0on against caste discrimina0on at work is a logical and necessary extension of the spirit
of federal civil rights laws, including Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  With a growing South Asian
American community across the U.S., but par0cularly in the West and Pacific Northwest, the promise of equal
opportunity at work can only be fulfilled if caste discrimina0on becomes a clear and cognizable legal harm.   
 
The pervasiveness of casteism in South Asia has long permeated diasporic communi0es in the U.S.  Because
of their access to educa0on and power, the majority of South Asian-origin people in the U.S. are from
privileged castes.  To date,  the discriminatory experiences of the minority communi0es--of Dalits and
oppressed castes--in professional and social networks have largely been ignored or overlooked.  But recently,
in response to brave organizing and movement building by these communi0es, the prac0ces of
untouchability and caste discrimina0on have become beUer known, promp0ng ac0on by both U.S.
government regulators and university administrators. It is 0me for municipali0es and state governments to
follow. 
 
SeaUle is known to be a world class city that values diversity and social inclusion.  It is also home to a
booming technology industry that benefits from the labor of many South Asians and South Asian Americans
who carry with them the unjust privileges and s0gmas of caste.  I commend the City Council on their
leadership in addressing these pervasive injus0ces and strongly urge you to vote in favor of the ordinance.
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out with ques0ons.
 
Sincerely,
Veena Dubal
 
-- 
Veena Dubal, Ph.D., J.D.
Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford University (2022-2023)
Professor of Law
Harry & Lilian Has0ngs Chair
University of California College of the Law, San Francisco
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